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THE COST OF A CATHOLIC EDUCATION 

One of the first questions parents ask when 

considering a Catholic education for their child 

is “Can we afford it?” We understand that the 

thought of financing a Catholic education can 

be daunting, but it doesn't have to be.  

At St. Katharine Drexel School, it is our 

mission to make a quality, Catholic 

education accessible to every family that 

desires one for their child. 

How is this possible? Let’s start with the 

numbers. The annual per pupil cost of 

educating a student at St. Katharine Drexel 

School is $6,000.  We, like most Catholic 

schools, depend on the revenue from each of 

the following three components for financial 

stability.  

 Family Investment (Tuition) 

 Parish Investment (Parish Subsidies) 

 Fundraising 

This requires a financial commitment from our 

families and parishioners, but the benefits to 

all our children and families are extraordinary. 

St. Katharine Drexel School is committed to 

enrolling a truly inclusive and diverse school 

community. With the Faith-Based Covenant 

Tuition Model, a student’s tuition is 

determined by the family’s financial 

resources—not simply a fixed amount. 

DETERMINING YOUR FINANCIAL INVESTMENT 

Each year, all St. Katharine Drexel School families 

submit a confidential financial commitment form to 

the Principal. This form declares what your 

family’s financial contribution will be towards your 

child’s tuition. Each family is asked to take into 

consideration the following factors when 

determining this amount: 

 Income, savings, and other assets 

 Family members, such as grandparents, who 

would like to support your child’s education 

AN INVESTMENT OF TIME AND TALENT 

After determining your financial investment, 

please consider how much time you are able to 

invest in your child’s education through 

volunteering and participation in the school 

community. Everyone has been given gifts from 

God. We consider your investment of time and 

talent to be equally as important as your financial 

investment. Our volunteers help keep our 

education costs low, build a sense of community 

amongst St. Katharine Drexel families, and carry 

out the mission of Christ to serve others.  Also, we 

ask families to be active, involved members of one 

of the three Parishes that help fund St. Katharine 

Drexel School.  The three parishes are : 

St. Augustine’s, St. Mary’s Cathedral, and Sacred 

Heart. 

Financing Your Child’s Catholic Education 

Understanding the Faith-Based Covenant 

WHAT IS THE VALUE OF A 

CATHOLIC  EDUCATION AT 

ST. KATHARINE DREXEL 

SCHOOL? 

Families that choose our  school 

enjoy many advantages, 

including: 

 A Christ-centered 

educational environment 

 Enrichment programs 

including Spanish, 

technology, music, and 

athletic programs 

 All Day Kindergarten 

 All Day Licensed 

Preschool Programs 

 Before-and-After School 

Programs  

 Barton Reading Program 

 Support for students with 

dyslexia and dysgraphia 

 Experienced, degreed, and 

certified teachers 

 An environment where the 

values taught at home are 

extended throughout the 

school day 

 Innovative curriculum and 

a commitment to helping 

every student excel 

 A community where 

families can connect with 

other families and students 

who are committed to 

education 
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For more information, please 

contact Principal Erin Hatlestad, 

or visit us online at: 

www.ourcatholicschool.org 

428 2nd Street S.E. 

St. Cloud, MN 56304 

Phone: 320-251-2376 

Fax: 320-529-322 

the school year. Please contact school 

administration to make necessary adjustments. 

 

W HA T IF  I  A M  NO T  A  M E M BE R O F  

S ACRE D HE ART ,  S T .  A UG US TINE ’S ,  O R  

S T .  M ARY ’S  CAT HE DR AL?  

Families who are not members of the 

sponsoring parishes will need to meet with  our 

principal to make financial agreements. 

 

HO W  A RE  P AY M E NTS  S E T  UP ?  

There are two payment options.  (1) You can 

choose to make one payment at the beginning 

of the school year, or (2) you can choose to 

make monthly payments via automatic bank  

withdrawal (ACH).  

FAITH-BASED TUITION 
DISCERNMENT PROCESS 
 
The following guide is provided 
to help you prayerfully discern 
your investment toward your 
child’s/children’s Catholic 
Education and Formation at  
St. Katharine Drexel School. 

 

PRAYER OF DISCERNMENT 
 
Prayer: 
O God we know we are 
precious in your eyes and you 
will provide for our very needs.  
Send down upon us your Holy 
Spirit to give us the wisdom 
and the courage to share the 
blessings of treasure, time, and 
talent, without fear, for the 
education and formation of our 
child/children. Amen 
 
After a time of silent prayer 
and discussion, complete the 
Faith-Based Covenant Form. In 
your discussion keep in mind 
your blessings, as well as your 
financial situation. Remember 
God does provide!  
 
Prayer:  
O God, thank you for guidance 
in this process. Help us share 
our faith with our family. May 
our example give witness of 
your love to our children and 
others. When afraid give us 
courage, when in doubt give 
us hope, and when alone 
assure us the support of your 
people. Amen.   

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

W HA T IF  I  C AN’T  AFFO RD THE  FUL L  

$ 6 ,0 0 0  IN  TU IT IO N?  

It is our goal to make St. Katharine Drexel 

School an inclusive environment for all families 

who desire a Catholic education for their 

children regardless of their income. That being 

said, we encourage families who cannot afford 

the full tuition amount to meet with Principal 

Hatlestad to determine what is a reasonable, 

yet sacrificial amount to invest in your child’s 

Catholic education. No family will be turned 

away because they cannot afford the full tuition. 

 

DO  I  S T ILL  AP P LY  FO R F I NANC IAL  A ID?  

No, scholarships are not part of the Faith-Based 

Covenant. The school is funded primarily by 

parents, parish subsidies, and school 

fundraisers. 

 

HO W  DO  I  KNO W  W H AT TO  P LE DG E ?  

St. Katharine Drexel School asks each family to 

understand that an honest and prayerful 

financial investment and sharing of one’s talents 

assures a quality, Catholic education for all. We 

ask the parent’s pledge to be a sacrificial  and 

committed financial investment. 

 

W HA T IF  D URING  THE  Y E A R I  D IS CO V E R 

THAT I  CO UL D H AV E  P LE D G E D M O RE ,  O R 

THAT I  CA N NO  LO NG E R A FFO RD TO  

M E E T  M Y  P LE DG E ?  

If your family circumstances have changed, 

adjustments to your pledge can be made during 

 
The mission of St. Katharine Drexel School 
is to create a Christ-centered, Catholic 
learning community focused on a  
commitment of Christian service, academic 
excellence, and spiritual growth. 


