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Social Studies Standards 

Kindergarten 
 

Subject Abilities  
1. Develop abilities in Social Studies. 
 A.           Be able to think clearly and solve problems about Social Studies (classify, compare,  
                             and contrast).  
 B.   Be able to talk and write clearly about Social Studies (brainstorm, plan, draft, and  
                             present). 
      
2.            Be able to relate Social Studies to daily life. 
               A. Be able to view life from others’ point of view. 
               B.           Be able to explain the importance of historical events. 
               C.           Be able to think about problem solving strategies.    
 

Subject Content 
1. Be able to describe where you live. 
               A. Be able to know where you live.                
               B.  Be able to know what it is like where you live (climate and landforms). 
               C.  Be able to know what occupations people have.  
 D. Be able to describe the location of people, places, and things by using  
                             positional words. 

 
2. Be able to know things in your life which could change.  
 A. Be able to know that families move.  
 B. Be able to know that families change in size and how they live. 
 C. Be able to know that parents have to work so you can have food, clothing, and shelter. 

  
3. Be able to understand that other people/cultures/nationalities may live differently than you. 
 A.    Be able to know how classmates live. 
 B. Be able to know how people live and work in other places (urban and rural). 
 C. Be able to know about life in other places in the United States and World and what is  
                             important to them. 
               D. Be able to understand that large and diverse American Indians nations were the original 

inhabitants of North America. 
               E.           Be able to know how others lived in the past and what was important to them. 
 

4. Be able to understand and show respect and responsibility.  
 A. Be able to establish rules and consequences in schools, home, and community. 
 B. Be able to know and apply common rules of courtesy. 
 

5. Be able to know important days and symbols.  
 A. Be able to know that the American flag is an important symbol in the USA. 
 B. Be able to know major national holidays and why they are important. 
 C. Be able to define and use terms for concepts of historical time. 
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Social Studies Standards 

Grade 1 
 

Subject Abilities  
1. Develop abilities in Social Studies. 
 A.           Be able to think clearly and solve problems about Social Studies (classify, compare,  
                             and contrast).  
 B.   Be able to talk and write clearly about Social Studies (brainstorm, plan, draft, and  
                             present). 
      
2.            Be able to relate Social Studies to daily life. 
               A. Be able to view life from others’ point of view. 
               B.           Be able to explain the importance of historical events. 
               C.           Be able to think about problem solving strategies.    
 

Subject Content 
1. Be able to compare and contrast family similarities and differences. 
               A. Be able to know what defines a family.                
               B.  Be able to list rules and responsibilities of family members. 
               C.  Be able to distinguish between needs and wants and know that one cannot have all the 

goods and services one wants (scarcity/tradeoffs).  
 D. Be able to compare and contrast how global families meet basic needs and  
                             responsibilities. 

 
2. Be able to understand features of a map/globe.  
 A. Be able to use a compass rose to locate directions and places by using simple maps 
                             and understand that maps are drawings of locations and places as viewed from above.  
 B. Be able to use a map key to interpret information. 
 C. Be able to locate places references in stories and real life situations including their home  
                             state. 

D. Be able to compare distances between two or more places shown on a map with simple  
terms such as farther and closer.    

               E.           Be able to recognize the outline shape of the contiguous United States.  

  
3. Be able to develop and understanding of Patriotism. 
 A.    Be able to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 B. Be able to recognize patriotic symbols, songs, and locations. 
 C. Be able to identify the beliefs and actions of statesmen and stateswomen including  
                             presidents George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. 
               D. Be able to recognize symbols that are significant for the state of Minnesota. 
                
 
4. Be able to develop and understanding of history.  
 A. Be able to compare technologies from earlier times and today, and identify the impact 
                             of invention on historical change. 
 B. Be able to know individuals and groups associated with key turning points in U.S. History. 
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Social Studies Standards 

Grade 2 
 

Subject Abilities  
1. Develop abilities in Social Studies. 
 A.           Be able to think clearly and solve problems about Social Studies (classify, decide,  
                             estimate, solve, and compare).                       
 B.   Be able to talk and write clearly about Social Studies (present, persuade, collaborate,  
                             explain, and recommend). 

C. Make careful plans and use them (brainstorm, envision, research, plan, organize, 
persist).  

               D.          Use the quality process (plan, draft, analyze, and revise when producing products).  
      

2.            Be able to apply Social Studies knowledge and skills to a variety of purposes. 
               A. Be able to conduct and present research (locate and organize information, 
                             write, and present) . 
               B.           Be able to relate Social Studies to your life. 

• View life from other perspectives and others’ point of view 

• Explain the effects important inventions, events, people, and moments have on you 

• Think about other people and other places to solve problems and make decisions 

• Relate current events to your life (be able to talk about current events) 
               C.           Be able to possess technical skill: 

• Listen/read/write/present: instructions, chart, thank you letter, letter of request, 
proposal, report, summary) 

• Technology: word processing, Internet, AV production 
   

Subject Content 
1. Be able to understand how a neighborhood is part of a community. 
               A. Be able to know that an address locates a specific place and know their address.                
               B.  Be able to know characteristics of a neighborhood and community. 
               C.  Be able to know about the groups and organizations in the neighborhood/community. 
 D. Be able to know how the neighborhood is constantly changing. 

 
2. Be able to understand how to work, play, and travel in a neighborhood community.  
 A. Be able to know the ways people earn a living in the neighborhood/community.  
 B. Be able to know the importance of goods and services in a community and distinguish 
                             between natural, human, and human made resources. 

C. Be able to know how people travel and recreate throughout a community. 
D. Be able to distinguish between producers and consumers and explain that as producers 

they can earn money (income) to spend or save.    

                 
3. Be able to understand cultures and customs throughout the world. 
 A.    Be able to compare different kinds of historical sources and describe different sorts of  
                             Information the sources provide. 
 B. Be able to identify and create awareness of local customs and cultures in other  
                             communities and other countries. 
 C. Be able to name customs of our faith. 
               D. Be able to place events in chronological order and construct timelines. 
               E.           Be able to demonstrate knowledge of European exploration and settlement of the North 
                             American continent and the resulting interaction with American Indian nations.   
 

4. Be able to understand the responsibilities of being a good citizen.  
 A. Be able to cooperate for the good of all (volunteer, cooperate, do your share). 
 B. Be able to know and respect the rights and responsibilities of people living in a 
                             democracy including the principles of voting, majority rule, and minority rights. 

C.  Be able to care for the neighborhood (environmentally and ecologically). 
D.  Be able to describe services provided by government (police, fire, snow plowing, parks, 

 and schools). 
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               E.           Be able to name people involved in government including current and past leaders. 

5. Be able to understand basic maps skills.  
              A.           Be able to identify landforms and locate physical features of the United States.  
              B.           Be able to use the equator and poles as reference points to describe locations. 
              C.           Be able to name and use directional words to describe locations of places in the school  
                             and community.  

D.           Be able to locate 7 continents and 4 oceans and locate the outline shape of the State of  
               Minnesota on a map/globe. 
E.            Be able to explain and use introductory geographical terms. 
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Social Studies Standards 

Grade 3 
 

Course Abilities 
 
1. Develop abilities in Social Studies. 

A. Be able to use higher level thinking skills (analyze, evaluate, classify, predict, decide, estimate, 
generalize, solve, compare, and simplify). 

B. Be able to communicate about Social Studies (present, persuade, collaborate, explain, and 
recommend). 

C. Be able to demonstrate goal setting and attainment (brainstorm, envision, research, plan, organize, 
persist). 

D. Be able to use the quality process (plan, draft, analyze, and revise when producing projects). 
 

2. Be able to apply Social Studies knowledge and skills to a variety of purposes. 
A. Be able to conduct and present research. (Locate and organize information, write, support, and 

present). 
B. Be able to relate Social Studies to your life: 

• View life from other perspectives and others’ point of view 

• Understand key forces which have shaped our world (inventions,                        
discoveries, people, events, and moments). 

• Explain the causes and effects key forces have on you, the present, and  the future. 

• Use the past and present (other cultures and other places) to solve  problems and 
make decisions. 

• Relate current events to your life (know sources related to current events). 
C. Be able to possess technical skills: 

• Read/write/present: instructions, charts, letter of response, proposal, research report, 
summary 

• Technology 
 
Course Content 
 
1. Be able to understand what makes up a community. 

 
A. Be able to know and follow the rules, laws, and expectations of a community and describe the 

consequences for breaking the rules/laws. 
B. Be able to know how a community is governed. 
C. Be able to know importance of goods and services in a community. 
D. Be able to know about the history of your community. 
E. Be able to know that the United States and Minnesota each have a constitution which outlines the 

rules for government. 
F. Be able to know how a community is constantly changing. 

 
2. Be able to understand the geography of a community. 

A. Be able to know how a community relates to a state and country. 
B. Be able to know how a community is affected by its geographical location. 
C. Be able to read and make maps of a community. 

 
3. Be able to compare and contrast the similarities and differences of communities throughout the 

world. 
A. Be able to relate rural, urban, and suburban communities. 
B. Be able to relate your community to communities throughout the state, nation, and world. 
C. Be able to know how communities in history were similar and different from communities today. 
D. Be able to explain that people have diverse viewpoints and that speaking and listening to others is 

important. 
E. Be able to demonstrate knowledge of the historical development of at least three civilizations in the 

world and become familiar with the people who have made cultural contributions to world history 
and analyze the significance of their contributions. 
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Social Studies Standards 

Grade 4 
 

Subject Abilities  
1. Develop abilities in Social Studies. 
 A.           Be able to use higher level thinking skills (analyze, evaluate, classify, predict, decide,  
                             estimate, generalize, solve, compare, and simplify).                       
 B.   Be able to communicate about Social Studies (present, persuade, collaborate,  
                             explain, and recommend). 

D. Be able to demonstrate goal setting and attainment (brainstorm, envision, research, plan, 
organize, persist).  

E. Be able to use the quality process (plan, draft, analyze, and revise when producing  
products). 

      
2.            Be able to apply Social Studies knowledge and skills to a variety of purposes. 
               A. Be able to conduct and present research (locate and organize information, 
                             write, support, and present) . 
               B.           Be able to relate Social Studies to your life. 

• View life from other perspectives and others’ point of view 

• Understand key forces which have shaped our world. (inventions, discoveries, 
people, events, and moments). 

• Explain the causes and effects key forces have on you, the present, and the 
future. 

• Use the past and present (other cultures and other places) to solve problems and 
make decisions.  

• Relate current events to your life (know sources related to current events). 
               C.           Be able to possess technical skills: 

• Read/write/present: instructions, chart, thank you letter, letter of request,  letter of 
response, proposal, research report, sum 

• Technology: word processing, database, Internet, AV production 
 

Subject Content 
1. Be able to demonstrate knowledge of our country and world using a map. 
               A. Be able to use maps or globes to clarify your knowledge of the earth (hemisphere, 

latitude, longitude).                
               B.  Be able to use charts, maps, and globes to show land and water forms (continents, 

oceans). 
               C.  Be able to use charts, maps, and globes to show different regions of the world (deserts, 

plains, forests, and mountains). 
 D. Be able to use charts and maps which show key information such as population,  
                             resources, climate, and vegetation.                     
               E.           Be able to use map legends effectively (key, scale, directions, symbols). 
               F.           Be able to identify significance and locations of national monuments and landmarks 

(Mount Rushmore, Liberty Bell, etc).  

 
2. Be able to understand how living in a geographical region affects how and where people 

live.  
              A. Be able to know how regional differences (climate, natural resources, natural 

occurrences,   etc) affect the way people live, especially not Americans.  
B.  Be able to know how people and the environment interact. 
C.            Be able to compare life in various parts of the world with life in the United States. 
D.            Be able to know how people are dependent on one another for gods and services. 
E.            Be able to know how changes in transportation affect our production of goods, services,  
               and consumption patterns.   

                   
3. Be able to understand the importance of citizenship and government in our world.  
 A. Be able to demonstrate the understanding of government and individual responsibility. 
 B.            Be aware of other government structures. 
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               C.           Be able to identify the three branches of government and explain the system of checks  
                              and balances. 
4.            Be able to understand how history has affected the people in our country.  

        A.           Be able to know the beginnings of how our country was formed. 
        B.           Be able to know some “key” people that have shaped our country’s history. 
        C.           Be able to locate and name all fifty states, their capitals, river, and mountain ranges.  
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Social Studies Standards 

Grade 5 
 

Subject Abilities  
1. Develop abilities in Social Studies. 
 A.           Be able to use higher level thinking skills (analyze, evaluate, classify, predict, decide,  
                             estimate, generalize, solve, relate, interpret, and simplify).                       
 B.   Be able to communicate about Social Studies (present, persuade, collaborate,  
                             explain, and recommend). 

F. Be able to demonstrate goal setting and attainment (brainstorm, envision, research, plan, 
organize, persist).  

G. Be able to use the quality process (plan, draft, analyze, and revise when producing  
products). 

      
2.            Be able to apply Social Studies knowledge and skills to a variety of purposes. 
               A. Be able to conduct and present research (locate and organize information, 
                             write, support, and present) . 
               B.           Be able to relate Social Studies to your life. 

• View life from other perspectives and others’ point of view. 

• Understand key forces which have shaped our world. (inventions, discoveries, 
people, events, and moments). 

• Explain the causes and effects key forces have on you, the present, and the future. 

• Use the past and present (other cultures and other places) to solve problems and 
make decisions.  

• Relate current events to your life (know sources related to current events, be able to 
talk about current events). 

               C.           Be able to possess technical skills: 

• Read/write/present: instructions, table, chart, thank you letter, letter of request, 
                       letter of response, inquiry, proposal, lab report, checklist, research report, summary). 

• Technology: word processing, database, desktop publishing, Internet, AV production 
 

Subject Content 
1. Be able to understand key influences in United States history and how they shape our lives  
               today. 
               A. Be able to identify key people and their contributions throughout United States history with  
                             emphasis on colonists and Native Americans.               
               B.  Be able to identify key discoveries and inventions throughout United Sates history. 
               C.  Be able to identify current and past cultures of the United States with emphasis on Native 

Americans and immigrant groups. 
               D.  Be able to state and support opinions regarding key events, people, inventions, and 

discoveries and how they influence life today.                     
               E.           Be able to describe how land ownership patterns laid out by the French, English, Spanish   

and the United States Public Land Survey created different landscapes in different parts 
of the country. 

                        

2. Be able to demonstrate knowledge of key events in United States history.  
A. Be able to place key influences on a timeline.  
B. Be able to compare different kinds of historical sources and describe the different 

              sorts of information that the sources provide. 
C. Be able to know the causes and effects of key influences.   

                   
3. Be able to use visual skills to help you in understanding United States history.  
              A. Be able to use charts and maps which show key information such as population, 

resources, movement, and battles. 
 B.            Be able to create charts and maps to depict change over time. 
               C.           Be able to compare and contrast the differences among a variety of maps and explain the 

appropriate use of projections, symbols, coloring and shading, and select maps 
appropriate for answering questions they have.                
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               D.           Be able to know how and why the geography of the United States has changed through  
history.   

 

4.            Be able to understand the concept of interdependence in relation to producers and 
consumers.  

        A.           Be able to compare and contrast roles of producers and consumers in creating a market 
economy. 

        B.           Be able to explain how costs are determined by applying the principles of supply and 
demand. 

 
 

5.            Be able to explain the rights and responsibilities under a democratic republic. 
               A.            Be able to understand that we are governed by the United States Constitution. 
               B.            Be able to summarize protections provided by the Bill of Rights 
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Social Studies Standards 

Grade 6 
 

Subject Abilities  
1. Develop abilities in Social Studies. 
 A.           Be able to use higher level thinking skills (analyze, evaluate, classify, predict, decide,  
                             estimate, generalize, solve, relate, interpret, and simplify).                       
               B.           Be able to communicate about Social Studies (present, demonstrate, persuade, 

collaborate, explain, defend, and recommend). 
C. Be able to demonstrate goal setting and attainment (brainstorm, envision, research, plan, 

organize, persist).  
D. Be able to use the quality process (plan, draft, analyze, and revise when producing  

products). 
      
2.            Be able to apply Social Studies knowledge and skills to a variety of purposes. 
               A. Be able to support positions in a responsible manner (research, thesis, organize support, 
                              recommendations). 
               B.           Be able to relate Social Studies to your life. 

• View life from other perspectives and others’ point of view. 

• Understand key forces which have shaped our world. (inventions, discoveries, 
people, events, and moments). 

• Explain the causes and effects key forces have on you, the present, and the future. 

• Use the past and present (other cultures, other situations, and different places) to 
solve problems, make decisions, and predict the future. 

• Relate current events to your life (be conversant, know sources related to current 
events, conduct research). 

               C.           Be able to possess technical skills: 

• Read/write/present: instructions, table, chart, reports (progress, research), proposal, 
letters complaint, request, application, response, recommendation), manual, form, 
checklist, resume, brochure/pamphlet, bid, and summary. 

• Technology: word processing, spreadsheet, database, desktop publishing, Internet, 
search tools, and AV production. 

 

Subject Content 
1. Be able to demonstrate knowledge of ancient civilizations from the dawn of civilization thru   

1500 AD. 
               A. Be able to identify the varieties of cultures. 
               B.  Be able to know about the daily life of people at various points in world history.. 
               C.  Be able to know about key people, events, inventions, and discoveries in the world, 

including motivation and impact. 
               D.  Be able to know the importance of world religions and know the differences and similarities 

of world religions.                     
                                       

2. Be able to demonstrate knowledge of key events in world history thru 1500 AD.  
               A. Be able to know how to place key influences on a timeline.  

B.  Be able to possess a logical sense of the way of life when key influences occurred. 
C.            Be able to know the causes and effects of key influences.   

                   
3. Be able demonstrate knowledge of the world using a map.  
              A.  Be able to interpret maps and charts of the world. 
              B.            Be able to interpret charts and maps to show information, (such as population, resources, 

religions, movement, and battles.) 
               C.           Be able to interpret charts and maps that depict change over time.                
               D.           Be able to compare and contrast a variety of maps and explain the appropriate use of 

projections. 
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4.            Be able to investigate global issues and their local, national, and world impact. 
        A.           Be able to know how global issues impact personal daily lives. 
        B.           Be able to develop social consciousness in relationship to our Catholic faith. 
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Social Studies Standards 
Minnesota History 

Grade 5 and 6 
 
 

1. Be able to understand key influences which shaped and still shape Minnesota and its 
communities. 

               A.           Be able to identify cultural and immigration patterns and their influences on Minnesota. 
               B.           Be able to know about the daily life of people in history in Minnesota. 
               C.           Be able to know about key people, events, inventions, discoveries, physical features, and 

climate in Minnesota including motivation and impact. 
               D.           Be able to know how the physical features affected the development of the fur trade and 

industrialization of Minnesota. 
               E.            Be able to know significant aspects of state and local government. 
               F.            Be able to understand how Minnesota is connected globally thru goods and services. 
               G.           Be able to understand why and how Minnesota Indian Nations negotiated treaties with the 
                              United States and the impact the treaties had.   
 

2. Be able to demonstrate knowledge of key events in Minnesota history. 
        A.            Be able to place key events on a timeline. 
        B.            Be able to develop a logical sense of the way of life when key influences occurred. 
        C.            Be able to know causes and effects of key influences with a focus on relationships of the 

settlement of Native Americans and early settlers. 
 

3. Be able to demonstrate knowledge of Minnesota using a map. 
         A.            Be able to interpret thematic maps and charts of Minnesota in relation to the world and 

understand their purpose. 
         B.            Be able to use charts and maps to gather information, (such as population, resources, 

movement, and battles.) 
         C.            Be able to interpret charts and maps that depict change over time.  
         D.            Be able to relate charts and maps to your life. 
         E.            Be able to locate major Minnesota ecosystems, topographic features, continental 

divides, river valleys, and cities on a map. 
         

  

 


