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Program Standards 

• Understand and apply the principles and elements of art. 

• Be able to use the materials and processes of art. 

• Be able to recognize and appreciate qualities in art and in nature. 

• Be able to state and justify aesthetic evaluations of art and nature. 

• Understand art from an historical perspective. 

• Understand and appreciate art as the expression of culture, and understand and appreciate cultural   

diversity. 

• Increase creativity and expressiveness, and appreciate creativity and expressiveness in visual arts. 

 
Please note: Words contained in brackets [like these] are sometimes the student standards written in 

teacher language. This is done because primary level standards are written as nearly as possible for 

student understanding, which may exclude some details which teachers need to know. It is not intended 

that these bracketed elements would be given to the students. Other times the bracketed words identify 

specific details such as artists or countries you will need to insert into the standard to fit the rest of your 

curriculum and situation. 

 
Please note: Although everyone uses the terms "elements of art" and "principles of art," there is no 

agreement about what are the elements. In this set of standards elements refers to the components from 

which artistic creations are formed - concepts like line, shape, value, color, texture, form, and space; 
principles refers to concepts used in the application of the elements - things like balance, contrast, 

pattern, rhythm, emphasis, movement, and unity. 

 
Universal Standard 

This standard is included in every grade and course. 
 
Create art in a responsible manner. 

A. Be able to use materials appropriately and safely. 

B. Appreciate the creativity of others. 

C. Be able to judge art from technical criteria and from an artistic vision. 

D. Be able to clean up when finished creating art. 

E. Be able to create art in keeping with the accepted standards of decency and respect. 

 

Development Facilitated by 

Clyde Birkholz and John D. Wessels, Ph.D. 
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Art Standards 

Kindergarten 

 

 
 

1. Explore the elements of art. 

 A.  Identify and use the primary colors. 

 B.  Identify and use lines. 

 C.  Identify and use shapes. 

 D.  Identify and create texture 

 
2. Explore the world of art. 

 

 A. Know what art is [creating things to communicate ideas and show beauty by visual  

 images] and where it can be found (everyday objects, formal art, advertising, decorative  

 elements, buildings, etc.). 

 B. Know that artists create different kinds of art (painting, drawing, ceramics, mixed  

 media, functional objects, carving, etc.). 

 C. Know that art is all around us in different formats. 

 D. Know artists get their ideas in many ways. 

 E. Express how you feel about a work of art. 

 F. Describe art using basic art vocabulary. (ie. landscapes, still life, sculpture, etc.) 

 
3. Explore the world of art using different materials (pencils, crayons, paints or clay). 

 

 A.  Plan the art project before it is started. 

 B.  Explain how and why they created the art project. 
 

4.  Explore art made by other cultures past and present.  
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Art Standards 
First Grade 

 

 
     1. Be able to identify and use the elements of art.  

 A. Know the elements of art and be able to find them in different formats of art.  

 B. Be able to find the primary colors in nature and the environment. 

 C. Know and use the secondary colors. 

 D. Distinguish between cool colors from warm colors/hues. 

 E.  Identify and draw lines and shapes to create art work. 

 F.  Find patterns that create repetition in nature and art. 

 G. Create new patterns. 

 
      2.  Be able to create art using different materials.    

 A. Plan the art project before starting it. 

 B.  Explain your composition to a peer group. 

 C.  Present the motivation/story behind the work (when appropriate) 

 D.  Use the elements and principles of art in the project. 

 
3. Appreciate the many kinds of art made around the world and appreciate major artists. 

A.  Explore the many art forms used throughout the world. 

B.  Know and be able to use some of the concepts artists use in their works. 

C. Discuss these art forms using the elements and principles of art. 
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Art Standards 
Second Grade 

  

 
1. Be able to use the elements of art. 

A. Identify the elements of art in nature, paintings and drawings presented to the class. 

B. Find circles, squares, triangles, rectangles and free form/organic shapes in nature, paintings 

and drawings presented in class. 

C. Create new and identifiable shapes. 

D. Find lines in nature and paintings presented in class. 

E. Create lines with a variety of tools (i.e. pencils, crayons, brushes, markers, etc.) 

F. Identify why you used shapes and lines in your art. 

G. Identify and use primary colors to create secondary colors. 

 
2. Be able to use the principles of art. 

A. Identify movement and pattern in art, everyday objects and nature. 

B. Create examples of both pattern and movement in your art. 

C. Explain the purpose of pattern and movement in your art. 

 
3. Be able to use a wide variety of art materials. 

A.  Pre-plan the art. 

B. Complete art by yourself and with others. 

C   Identify the idea/motivation behind the work. 

D. Critique and interpret art created in class. 

E. Show shape, line, color, pattern and movement in your art. 

 
4.  Appreciate the many kinds of art made around the world and appreciate major artists. 

A.  Explore the many art forms used throughout the world. 

B.  Know and be able to use some of the concepts artists used in their works. 

C. Discuss these art forms using the elements and principles of art. 
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Art Standards 
Third Grade 

  

 
1. Be able to use the elements of art. 

A. Know the elements of art and be able to find them in art 

B.  Identify and describe different textures by touch and appearance in art and nature. 

C. Identify and create visual textures in original art (i.e. cross hatching, stippled) 

D.  Identify primary and secondary colors and cool and warm colors (hues). 

E.  Identify and describe the mood of colors of different value. 

F.  Create colors of different value and use them in own original art. 

G.  Be able to explain the purpose of textures and values in your art. 

 
2. Be able to use the principles of art. 

A.  Identify principles of art in paintings, everyday objects, and nature. 

B. Identify symmetry and asymmetry in art and natures. 

C. Identify unity in art, everyday objects and nature. 

D. Create examples of symmetry, asymmetry and unity in your art and in object design. 

E. Explain the purpose of symmetry, asymmetry and unity in your creative products. 

 
3. Be able to use a wide variety of art materials. 

A. Complete art by yourself and with others. 

B.  Pre-plan the art. 

C.  Identify the emotions and interpretations of your art. 

B. Show and explain the use of texture, value, balance and unity in your art. 

C. Critique your art. 

 
4.  Appreciate the many kinds of art made around the world and appreciate major artists. 

A.  Explore the many art forms used throughout the world. 

B.  Know and be able to use some of the concepts artists used in their works. 

C. Discuss these art forms using the elements and principles of art. 
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Art Standards 
Fourth Grade 

  

 
1. Be able to use the elements of art. 

A. Distinguish between the elements of art. 

B. Identify and describe the use of space and form in formal art, everyday objects, and  

     nature. 

C. Identify elements in art and nature. 

D.  Identify elements in your creative products and use them to pre-plan and design.  

E.  Explain the use of space and form in art. 

 
2. Be able to use the principles of art. 

A. Identify principles of art in creative projects and in nature. 

B. Create examples of repetition, pattern and variety in your art and in designing objects and 

decorative elements. 

 
3. Be able to use a wide variety of art materials. 

A. Complete many kinds of art by yourself or with others. 

B. Pre-plan the work. 

C. Identify the idea or motivation behind the work. 

D. Identify and explain the use of different elements in your art. 

 

  
4.  Appreciate the many kinds of art made around the world and appreciate major artists. 

A.  Explore the many art forms used throughout the world. 

B.  Know and be able to use some of the concepts artists used in their works. 

C. Discuss these art forms using the elements and principles of art. 
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Art Standards 
Fifth Grade 

 

  

 
1. Be able to use the elements of art to analyze artistic works and to make creative products. 

A. Identify the elements of art in final projects. 

B. Create composition using the elements of art. 

C. Critique composition using the elements of art. 

D. Pre-plan and use the elements of art in projects. 

 
2. Be able to use the principles of art to analyze artistic works and to make creative products. 

A. Identify the principals of art in projects. 

B. Explore formal art using the principles of art. 

C. Pre-plan and use the principles of art in projects. 

 
3. Be able to use a wide variety of art materials. 

A. Complete many kinds of art individually and with others. 

B. Pre-plan the work. 

C. Identify the idea or motivation behind the work. 

D. Identify and explain the use of different elements in individual artwork.  

 
4. Appreciate a wide variety of art made around the world and appreciate major artists.  

A. Explore the many art forms used throughout the world. 

B. Know and be able to use some of the concepts artists used in their works. 

C. Discuss these art forms using the elements and principles of art. 

 
5. Be able to explain how art is connected to other subjects. 

A. Know how visual arts are related to the other arts. 

B. Know that art has a history which is related to history in general. 
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Art Standards 
  Sixth Grade 

  
1. Using many media and materials, be able to combine the elements and principles of art to make 

products which have purpose and aesthetic appeal. 

A. Explain use of the elements and principles of art in art, everyday objects and nature. 

B. Pre-plan using the elements and principles of art. 

C. Analyze and explain  art using the elements and principles of art. 

D. Identify and utilize different art materials. 

 
2.  Appreciate the many kinds of art made around the world and appreciate major artists. 

A. Know the concepts of theme, style and technique in different art periods. 

B.  Be able to give a personal response to art history using artistic terms and concepts. 

C. Create art in imitation of these periods. 

D.  Identify and describe theme, style, and technique in art and classify art. 

 
3. Be familiar with art-based career choices. 

A. Know several art-based career choices (ie: painter, sculptor, commercial artist,       designers, 

architecture). 

B. Learn about local or famous people with art-based careers.  

 


